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 In the summer of 2012, the Samdrup Jongkhar Initiative, SJI presented its projects and 

activities to Mr. Phuntsho Wangdi, the editor of Kuensel, Bhutan’s oldest newspaper. SJI 

specifically sought his views and help in designing a sound plan for the media component of 

SJI’s youth engagement activities. As the editor of Kuensel and having lived in the remote 

districts of Bhutan as a correspondent, Mr. Wangdi brings with him years of experience that 

have helped Kuensel carve itself as a truly national newspaper. Having returned from the 

United States after a successful stint as a Humphrey’s fellow, Phuntsho shared his experiences 

of learning and living in the United States. The executive director of SJI, Tshewang Dendup 

studied journalism at the University of California at Berkeley after the introduction of TV in 

Bhutan in 1999. Both Mr. Wangdi and Mr. Dendup felt that actively engaging youth by means of 

the media and in the media is an important aspect to be nurtured in our journey as the world’s 

youngest democracy. 

 

All eyes and ears on the first day of the youth media workshop 

The Young Voices Young Democracy project designed by Mr. Phuntsho Wangdi in collaboration 

with the Samdrup Jongkhar Initiative received a generous funding of USD 3,500/- from the 

Bhutan Alumni Project Competition of the United States Embassy in New Delhi. The fund was 

used to conduct a five day youth media workshop at Dewathang in January 2013. 
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The sleepy town of Dewathang bustles with young students on holidays during the winter 

months of December, January and February. Many of the students spend their time helping 

their parents at home and farms. Some take up part time jobs to buy stationeries and uniforms. 

In January of 2013, the Samdrup Jongkhar Initiative, SJI offered a creative alternative to the 

youth of Dewathang. Students from grade nine to 12 were encouraged to apply for the first 

ever youth journalism course to be held in the community. The course designed to cater to a 

maximum of 20 participants attracted 33 young Bhutanese.  

The SJI team hired local chefs to prepare hearty vegetarian home cooked meals for the 

participants. The Jigme Namgyel Polytechnic in Dewathang graciously provided a spacious 

classroom. Equipped with a public address system and a projector, the classroom was the 

perfect setting for the journalism training to start. 

Columbia University’s School of Journalism alumnus Mr. Tashi P Wangdi, a veteran Bhutanese 

journalist, has been closely involved in the growth of the private media in Bhutan. He has 

trained many journalists who are now actively players in the Bhutanese media fraternity. Mr. 

Wangdi is now the proprietor of KMedia, a publishing house and when approached by the 

project organizers, he readily agreed to be the lead trainer of the youth media workshop. 

 

Lead trainer Tashi P. Wangdi engages the class in the basics of journalism 
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As the facilitator of the youth media workshop, Mr. Phuntsho Wangdi worked out the details of 

the course structure in close consultation with SJI Executive Director Tshewang Dendup. The 

workshop would be the first of its kind in the community and the aim was to offer a course that 

blended learning and discovery. 

 

Course facilitator Phuntsho Wangdi explains the Constitutional provisions on the press 

On the morning of 23 January, 33 youths gathered in the campus of the Jigme Namgyel 

Polytechnic. The students came from 13 different schools across the country.  After a welcome 

tea, the workshop started in earnest. Please refer Annexure 1 which contains the outline of the 

five day workshop. 

 

SJI executive director Tshewang Dendup greets students on the second day of the workshop 
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A key feature of the youth training workshop was the opportunity for the students to spend five 

days in close interaction with working journalists. Along with our lead trainer and facilitator, the 

workshop brought three correspondents from the region. The interaction with the 

correspondents was rated as the best part of the workshop. 

 

Local correspondents share their skills and experiences 

On the penultimate day of the workshop, the participants boarded a bus to head off to the 

district headquarter to attend a town hall meeting with the Prime Minister. Kuensel 

correspondent Tempa Wangdi was covering the visit of the prime minister to the region. Earlier 

in the morning, Tempa shared his experience of travelling with the prime minister’s entourage 

and the stories he had covered during the travel. Once at the district headquarter our lead 

trainer and facilitator prepped the team with tips of how to cover such meetings. At the 

meeting, the prime minister acknowledged the presence of the youth media participants. It was 

an extensive meeting lasting three hours. The next day participants were divided into sixteen 

groups and asked to come up with a brief write up. With only an hour at hand, the students 

approached the task picking up several 

issues of importance that ranged from 

the economic hardships caused by the 

shortage of the Indian rupee in the 

Bhutanese economy to shortage of 

housing in the district headquarter. 

        

 

 

     All set to cover the PM’s meeting 
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Course participants, with youth media workshop trainers, local correspondents and SJI staff  

The first ever youth media workshop of Samdrup Jongkhar concluded with this statement from 

Mr. Pema Sherab, a tenth grader from Bartsham Middle Secondary School.  

“We are highly honored to meet and learn from people like you even though the course was for 

five days. Within this short period we learnt a lot about media, journalism, lifestyle of a 

journalist and skills required to be a journalist. Through this course we came to know the BBS, 

Kuensel and Bhutan Today correspondents. We promise that we will not forget what we 

learned here and will keep in touch and also keep on writing. We will share our experience that 

we got from this course with our school mates, friends and relatives. Thank you for spending 

your valuable time with us despite your busy schedule. We wish you a safe journey while you 

go back to your destination.” 

Follow up: 

Reflecting Change 

As an immediate follow up activity, SJI wrote to the principals of the 13 schools from where the 

participating students came from. We enclosed a copy of “Reflecting Change”, a special limited 

edition publication of Kuensel to mark the paper’s silver jubilee. The publication chronicles the 

unique journey of Bhutan over a period of 25 years and will join the collection of the schools’ 

libraries.  
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Newspaper reading points; a grassroots initiative  

Coinciding with the International Day of Happiness on 20th March, the SJI launched three 

newspaper reading points in the heart of Dewathang market area. The market area attracts the 

young population of Dewathang and surrounding areas. Placed at locations haunted by the 

youth, the SJI hopes that this initiative will contribute to better reading habits amongst the 

youth. The youth media workshop resource persons suggested that the SJI focus its 

forthcoming activities to foster reading habits of the youth. The newspaper reading points are a 

measure in response to that suggestion. With the remaining funds, SJI has placed orders for the 

works of Dr. Seuss and some Bhutanese authors whose works are not available in the school 

libraries. These books will be kept at the office of the SJI which will function as a mini library. 

Once the monsoon is over, SJI will be developing a community of volunteers who will take the 

books to the centre of the town on a fortnightly basis as part of a mobile community library. 

 

Lama Choida blesses the newspaper reading stands on International Day of Happiness 
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Support for school media clubs: 

The SJI will distribute two MP3 recorders to two schools located near Dewathang. Students who 

are members of media clubs in Orong Higher Secondary and Garpawoong Middle Secondary 

Schools will use the recorders to conduct interviews and package stories for their weekly radio 

show.  

Sustain and Continue 

Our trainers have pledged to support the continuation of the youth media initiative of the SJI. 

Once the election period ends by mid 2013, the SJI will use the talent and skills of local 

correspondents to conduct monthly media courses for the youth of Dewathang.  

Impressed by the response of the youth trainers, our trainers have pledged to help SJI source 

funds to make the youth media initiative of the SJI an annual feature. Kuensel editor Phuntsho 

Wangdi has agreed to field his colleagues for the next youth media training.  

Local Participation 

The youth media workshop would not have been possible without the support of so many 

people and institution. Here we would like to thank the trainers for making themselves 

available for the course at no cost to the organizers. Our trainers traveled a long way for the 

course and spent a week away from their work and family.  

We thank Kuensel Corporation for providing us free copies of Reflecting Change, their special 

publication. 

The Jigme Namgyel Polytechnic provided us space and resources for the successful conduct of 

the workshop as a gesture of their support towards an initiative which they wholeheartedly 

believe in. 

Former county head Gup Dorzang provided space to create a spacious kitchen to prepare the 

wholesome and sumptuous traditional meals. 

Messrs Kesang Store kindly sponsored the blessing ceremony of the newspaper reading stands 

on International Day of Happiness. 

Our interns Karma Dhondrup and Choesung Lhamo ensured the smooth operation of the 

classrooms and travel to the venue of the Prime Minister’s meeting. 

Tempa Wangdi, Tshewang Penjore and Kinzang Yeshey provided local flavor to the workshop by 

sharing examples of their works. The students enjoyed their interactions with their 

correspondents and got to see the living aspect of the news that they consume on a daily basis. 
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